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Assessing Knowledge of IRB Regulations

Consent Form 
You are invited to participate in a research study assessing student and faculty knowledge of Institutional Review Board procedures and requirements. You were selected as a possible participant based on your status in the Cedar Crest College community (as a current student or member of the faculty). I ask that you read this form prior to participating in the study. You must be 18 years of age or older in order to participate. 

This study is being conducted by Dr. James Scepansky (Assistant Professor of Psychology), Dr. Kerrie Baker (Assistant Professor of Psychology), and Sarah Taylor (Junior Psychology Major). 

Background Information U 
The purpose of this study is to determine the degree to which Cedar Crest College students and members of the faculty are aware of policies requiring research proposals to be submitted for IRB approval. Our findings will be used to educate the college community on IRB protocol; specifically, we will share our results with the community so that students and faculty are clear regarding the types of projects that do and do not require IRB approval. 
Procedures U 
If you agree to be in this study, we would ask you to read a series of scenarios describing hypothetical research projects. For each proposal, you would determine 1) whether you felt that IRB submission/approval was necessary, 2) if so, whether the study should be approved, and 3) what factors influenced your decisions. Demographic information will also be collected. The entire study should take no more than 30 minutes of your time. 
Risks and Benefits U 
There are no perceived risks to participating in this study. 

Faculty will not be remunerated for participating in the study; however, students may receive class credit if their instructor has made that provision in advance. 
Confidentiality 
Responses to all questionnaire items are anonymous, and all records of this study will be kept confidential and private. In any sort of report that might be published, no information will be included that would make it possible to identify a subject. Research records will be kept in a locked file, where only the researchers will have access to the records. Records will be destroyed on or before June, 2014. 

Right to Withdraw 

If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw at any time. Your decision whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future relations with Cedar Crest College. 
Statement of Approval 

This research was approved by Cedar Crest College’s Institutional Review Board. 

Proposal # 2011-05 


Date June 31, 2011 

Contacts and Questions 

The supervising researcher conducting this study are Dr. James Scepansky (610) 606-4666 Ext. 3424, and Dr. Kerrie Baker (610) 606-4666 Ext. 3426; if you have questions you may contact the researchers. Any questions you may have regarding the use of human subjects may be directed to the Institutional Review Board Chairperson, Dr. Nancy Johnston, 610-606-4666, Ext 3491. 
