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Find your muse,  
at home and abroad.





For the next two years, I’d like to invite you to join me on a creative 

journey, as you work toward the completion of your master’s 

degree and the creation of a publishable work of literature. The 

Cedar Crest College Creative Writing MFA program offers gifted 

student-authors from around the world a unique opportunity 

to unite for three 15-day intensive pan-European workshops, 

held in locations that are rich in inspiration, culture, and literary 

significance. The remainder of your studies will take place on your 

time and in your home, guided by award-winning faculty- 

authors and supported by an international community of 

student-authors. We look forward to meeting you, guiding you 

toward publication, and celebrating the successful creation of your 

work. Isn’t it time for you to share your voice with the world?

–Fred Leebron, Program Director

Write Now… 
Don’t Wait Another Year



Program highlights include:

•  Three 15-day summer residencies in picturesque and  
inspirational European locales

• No on-campus coursework required in the United States

•  You select when and where you will complete all  
remaining coursework

•  Submit materials via the Internet; communicate via monthly 
Skype sessions

•  Instruction by award-winning faculty-authors (see “Meet Our 
Faculty & Administrators”)

•  Membership in an international community of gifted  
student-writers

• Extensive networking and alumni support

An MFA Experience  
That Suits Your Busy Life

Our curriculum is 

craft based, with 

genre-specific 

writing workshops 

and craft seminars 

comprising the 

residencies.



The Unique Structure  
of Our MFA Program

This is the perfect program for educators and writers with  
additional personal and professional commitments. You will  
participate in:

Pan-European Residencies 
Required 15-day residencies take place once a year, exclusively in 
European cities and always during the summer:

Barcelona: 2014

Vienna/Bratislava: 2015

Dublin: 2016 

Distance-Learning Semesters 
Each of the first two residencies will be followed by two semesters 
of distance learning. The final year culminates in the completion of 
an original publishable manuscript. 

A Focus on Location:  
Creating a Vivid Backdrop  
for Your Writing

One of the most unique features of this MFA program is its focus 
on creative writing as it relates to a sense of place. By immersing 
yourself in a different literary location during each residency, you 
will come to more fully appreciate how to build a world for your 
characters, impart essential details to your writing, and evoke a 
more potent sense of place in all of your creative works.

Our distinctive 

seminars, field 

trips, lectures, 

and assignments 

are designed to 

inform and inspire 

creative writing 

through a study of 

the society, history, 

arts—in short, the 

culture—of each 

residency locale.



The Cedar Crest  
College Advantage

The Cedar Crest  
College MFA in  
Creative Writing 
fosters:

•  Global awareness 
through residencies that 
take place in culturally 
significant locales

•   Interdisciplinary  
learning, through 
exploration of the 
strong and unifying 
ties between disci-
plines such as history 
and literature—all of 
which brings depth and 
breadth to writing

•  Critical thinking skills, 
as you become more 
adept at offering and 
accepting meaningful 
literary critiques

•  Opportunities to 
network with a com-
munity of gifted writers 
who hail from countries 
across the globe

Meet Our Faculty and Administrators
Our esteemed and diverse faculty-authors have published in 
many genres and venues, receiving numerous awards for their 
creative works. (View complete bios at mfa.cedarcrest.edu.)

Program Director: Fred Leebron 
Locale Director: Feargal Mac Conuladh 
Administrative Director: Bob Wilson, Ph.D.

Fred Leebron 
Novels, essays, film adaptations, journal publications, 
book reviews. Leebron currently serves as director of and 
an instructor for several undergraduate and graduate-level 
writing programs in the United States. He has authored 
Creating Fiction: A Writer’s Companion, in addition to his 
own novels and other works. In 2010, he received a 
Pushcart Prize Special Mention. His novels include Six 
Figures and In the Middle of All This, and he is co-editor of 
Postmodern American Fiction: A Norton Anthology.

Robert Antoni, Ph.D. 
Novels, short fiction, creative non- 
fiction. This dual citizen of the United 
States and Trinidad and Tobago and  
author of the novel Carnival was named a  
Guggenheim Fellow for 2010 for his historical novel,  
As Flies to Whatless Boys. 

David Bezmozgis 
Novels, short fiction, essays, narrative 
and documentary films. Bezmozgis is 
an award-winning writer and filmmaker 
who was born in Latvia and now lives in 
Toronto. He most recently published The Free World (2011). 
His work has been broadcast on NPR, the BBC, and  
the CBC.



Jeffrey Greene, Ph.D. 
Poetry, creative non- 
fiction, cross-genre  
writing. Greene currently 
serves as director of  
creative writing at The American University 
of Paris. He is the author of four collections 
of poems, the memoir French Spirits, and 
two personalized nature books.

Aleksandar Hemon1 
Short fiction, poetry,  
radio plays. Born in Sara-
jevo, Hemon has published 
stories and poems all 
around the former Yugoslavia and served 
as editor for Best European Fiction, 2010 and 
2011. He is author of The Lazarus Project, a 
National Book Award finalist.

Jake Lamar 
Fiction, nonfiction,  
short fiction, creative 
nonfiction, drama.  Bronx-
born Lamar moved to Paris 
in 1993, where he has been awarded  
fellowships as a novelist and a playwright. 
His most recent genre-bending novel is 
Ghosts of Saint Michel. He is currently at 
work on the play Brothers in Exile.

Gwyneth Lewis, D. Phil. 
Poetry in Welsh and 
English, nonfiction, radio 
plays, opera libretti, stage 
plays. Lewis was appointed 
the first National Poet of Wales in 2005. Her 
first collection in English, Parables & Faxes, 
won the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival Prize. 

Dinaw Mengestu2 
Novels, short fiction,  
nonfiction, 2012  
MacArthur Fellow. 
Ethiopian-born Mengestu 
was raised and educated in the American 
Midwest. His second novel, How to Read 
the Air, received the Dayton Literary Peace 
Prize. He has also served as a journalist, 
covering military conflicts such as those in 
Darfur and Uganda.

Jayne Anne Phillips 
Novels, short fiction, 
essays. A native of West 
Virginia, Phillips won the 
prestigious Sue Kaufman 
Prize for First Fiction for her first book,  
Black Tickets, which was published when 
she was only 26. Her most recent novel, 
Lark And Termite, was a finalist for the 
National Book Award.

Kathryn Rhett 
Creative nonfiction,  
memoirs, poetry, screen-
writing. Rhett’s memoir, 
Near Breathing, was selected 
for the Emerging Writers of Creative  
Nonfiction series. She is editor of the 
anthology Survival Stories: Memoirs of Crisis, 
and her poetry and essays have appeared 
in numerous publications.

1 Author photo by Velibor Bozovic
2  Author photo © David Burnett , book cover design by Kelly Blair, cover photographs by Henry Sene Yee



Write here. 
Write now.
Create a publishable 
work in 2 years.

• Fiction 
• Poetry 
• Creative Nonfiction

Visit mfa.cedarcrest.edu 
to learn more about  

the Cedar Crest College 
Pan-European MFA in 

Creative Writing.


