


























12     TOUCHPOINTS     SUMMER 2021

Reunion Recap

REUNION WAS HELD on May 21, 22 and 23, 2021, and while it looked 
a little different this year, the Office of Institutional Advancement was 
happy to host several virtual and on-campus events for our alumnae. 
The weekend honored all classes ending in 0s and 5s (who could 
not join us for Reunion last year) and 1s and 6s. As always, alumnae 
from all classes were encouraged to attend. Alumnae in attendance 
represented classes from 1956-2019, coming from as far away as 
Florida to celebrate on campus. We also had alumnae join online from 
Texas and Illinois.  
 
Virtual events included Back to School sessions with Scott Hoke, Ph.D., 
associate professor of criminal justice, Karen Bensinger, DNP, assistant 
professor of nursing and Amy Faivre, Ph.D., professor of biology; a 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion presentation by Atyia Martin, Ph.D., 
CEO and Founder of All Aces, Inc.; an interactive murder mystery 
performance by Without a Cue Productions and Bingo. On Saturday 
morning, over 60 alumnae came to campus for several in-person 
events, including the Alumnae Association’s Annual Meeting, a 
presentation of the Reunion Giving Awards, President Meade’s State 
of the College Address, the traditional All-Alumnae Luncheon with 
a presentation from Tammy Bean, M.Ed., and the Strawberry Festival. 
Reunion continues to be an important tradition at Cedar Crest, as it 
unites classmates and fosters new friendships. We look forward to 
future alumnae events, both in-person and virtual, in the coming year.  

Alumnae Affairs

Cedar Crest Gets Creative

ONE OF THE STRENGTHS of a Cedar Crest 
education is that students can pursue their 
passions in various areas of study, both in 
their major and as extracurricular activities. 
As a result, many Cedar Crest graduates, 
from all departments, have taken on creative 
projects as professionals or hobbyists.  

Recognizing the number of Cedar Crest 
community members that have creative 
projects to show and the need for a more 
personal connection during a time of 
social distancing, the Office of Institutional 
Advancement decided to host an online 
art show for alumnae, faculty, staff, students 
and trustees in early 2021. 

Artists were invited to submit examples of 
their work in visual, literary and performing 
arts. As a result, 39 individuals submitted 
more than 90 pieces, ranging from 
watercolors and acrylics to poems and 
musical productions. 

The creative projects were originally 
unveiled during a virtual gallery opening 
on April 7, 2021, with a keynote by Barbara 
Tebbs Briden ‘59, who spoke about the 
importance of art and its impact on her 
life. Briden has stayed connected to Cedar 
Crest through Reunions and by serving 
as the former president of the regional 
Jersey Alumnae Club; however, one of her 
most notable contributions to Cedar Crest 
has been her regular participation in past 
alumnae art shows.  

While at Cedar Crest, Briden studied 
elementary education and participated 
in the concert choir, song contest and 
the President’s Advisory Council. After 
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Falcons Leave the Nest

Social work student Jonique Pace 
’21 completed her 450-hour field 
experience with Northampton County 
Children, Youth and Families and was 
offered a full-time position to begin 
after graduation. Pace will serve as 
a caseworker in the organization’s 
permanency unit. A personal 
connection inspired her to pursue this 
path of social work. “I had a caseworker 
growing up and aspired to be like 
her and help children in need,” Pace 
explains. “I am super excited to start this 
new journey.” 

Four years before enrolling at Cedar 
Crest, Elizabeth Oleksa ’21 became 
completely blind due to complications 
of diabetes. As an adult student learning 
to navigate a new disability, Oleksa was 
overwhelmed and anxious beginning 
this next step in her educational journey. 
However, with her seeing eye guide dog, 
Bryce Krispie, at her side, she persevered 
through any challenges that came her 
way and flourished both personally 
and academically. Now, Oleksa will be 
attending Rosemont College to earn her 
master’s degree in counseling.

For Asher Atwood ’21, nursing runs 
in the family. Completing her BSN, 
Atwood is following in the footsteps of 
her mother and both her grandmothers 
who have all worked as nurses. 
Atwood held leadership roles across 
campus, including serving as a student 
ambassador in the admissions office, 
a First Year Experience Mentor and 
co-founder and president of CCC Signs, 
Cedar Crest’s first sign language club. 
Now, she is a graduate nurse at Lehigh 
Valley Health Network- Cedar Crest on a 
medical-surgical floor. 
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Commencement 2021  
Cedar Crest College held its 151st Commencement exercises as two ceremonies over 
two days at the PPL Center in downtown Allentown, PA. On Friday, May 14 at 6 p.m., 
the College honored all School of Nursing graduates and all other graduate students. 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Sciences graduates were honored on Saturday, May 
15 at 9 a.m. Maya Ajmera, president and CEO of Society for Science and publisher of 
its award-winning magazine, “Science News,” delivered the keynote address and was 
awarded an honorary degree. Cedar Crest was delighted to welcome many of our 
graduates’ families and friends to celebrate the Class of 2021 in person. Both days of 
the ceremony were also livestreamed for those not in attendance.
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